
Myron West 
Documentary Script 
Hidden Shapes: A Sickle Cell Anemia Documentary 
 
Story Sound Effects B-Roll VO 

Drone Shots leaving 
savannah going to africa 
Special effects  

Transitional cinematic  LETS GO BACK….. NOT JUST 
BACKK IN TIME, BUT BACK 
WHERE LIFE BEGIN….. 
AFRICA… 
 
the mother land 
The land of 
Treasures, culture, History,  
 
And with such beauty also comes 
great pain 
the continent of Africa also  faces 
the hardest challenges in the world 
Such as Endless poverty, droughts, 
famine & diseases 
One of the diseases that takes 
Africa by storm is malaria… 
 
As a result of over 92% of malaria 
cases being found in Africa  
the body found a resistantancn 
towards the disease that partially 
protects them 
And that resistance was the genetic 
cellular evolution of sickle cell…  

Begin with at least two well 
known celebrities that are 
suffering from the disease. 
 
(A male and a female 
preferably in the 
entertainment or sports field) 

Dramatic impact sound 
effects 
 
Motion graphics to reveal 
what sickle cell is 

Lead Singer of popular lady 
group TLC - Tionna T-Boz 
Watkins & former NFL MVP 
Santonio Holmes has a lot 
more in common than their 
fame & success. 
These two notable celebrities 
are both battling Sickle Cell 
Anemia.  
 
“What is Sickle Cells 
  

Raising awareness and 
grabbing the audience's 
attention  by using popular 
famous people.  

Graphics with different names 
of sickle cell anemia 
Sound effects to complement 
movement 

“What is Sickle Cells 



Next will be doctor scenes 
explaining the basics of sickle 
cell 

 
Serious music cuts off once 
doctors begin telling facts 
 
Lower third with both doctors 
name  

Doctors Explain sickle cells 
and what it does to the body 
and how it got the name 
List of facts facts from 
doctors 
-oxygen facts 
-blood shape facts 

Use sound effects to 
complement the graphics 
-graphics showing the type of 
blood cell shapes 
-normal shape 
-sickle shape 
 
Vein animation 
complementing the words the 
doctor says 

 

Giving statistics of the 
disease  
 
 
 
 
 
Giving brief details on 
symptoms & complications of 
the disease 

Motion graphics listing the 
facts from the voice over in a 
simpler way  
 
sound effect will complement 
the movement of the graphics 
Motion graphics listing the 
facts and statistics from the 
voice over in a simpler way  
 
sound effect will complement 
the movement of the graphics 

Although african americans 
are mostly affected by sickle 
cell anemia there are some 
hispanics that has it as well, 
But the trait is found mostly in 
the african american 
community 
Symptoms that are included 
with SCA are  
-anemia  
Episodes of pain 
-Painful swelling of hands 
and feet 
-frequent infections 
-delayed growth 
Vision problems 
 

Showing doctor testing blood 
 

Chill music 
All natural Sound from the 
video 
Echo the word hospital to 
make a dramatic transition  
 
 

Most sickle cell patients 
usually live a very 
conservative life do they can 
avoid these effects that can 
leave them in and out of the 
hospital.  

Use intense editing to 
transitioning to the patient 
interviews which  will have 

Dramatic emergency sound 
effects 
- siren  

 



reenactments of their words 
 
Show shots of hospital 
  

- heart beats 
- echos  

 

Very cinematic opening All natural sound effects of an 
atmosphere 

 

Begin interview with patient 
one (SCA) 

Show lower third of person 
speaking 
Add dramatic b-roll if needed 

 

Begin interview with patient 
one (SCA) 

Show lower third of person 
speaking 
Add dramatic b-roll if needed 

 

Begin interview with patient 
one (SCT) 

Show lower third of person 
speaking 
Add dramatic b-roll if needed 

 

End documentary with one 
last relevent doctor fact or 
internet statement  

  

   

 


